Introduction

some intellectual ability, mistook his gifts in rating himself
a leading political pamphleteer,1 and he seems to have
been a tedious character. But, while Swift was in England,
November 1703 to May 1704, he corresponded ^ with
Tisdall, and even sent messages by him to the ladies at
their 'chamber in William Street'. Here Tisdall was a
frequent visitor. At this time he was about thirty-five,
two years younger than Swift, and unmarried, and Stella
was in her twenty-third year. All that we have of the story,
and its outcome, is to -be read from one side only, in three
letters written by Swift,2 Tisdall's part in the correspon-
dence is missing. The first letter is chiefly concerned
with the rejection by the Lords of the bill against occasional
conformity; the second scolds Tisdall, with no conceal-
ment of angry irritation, for his blunder in showing Swift's
previous letter to Primate Marsh, and then passes to scorn-
ful comment on another topic: 'You seem to be mighty
proud, as you have reason to be if it be true, of the part
you have in the ladies' good graces, especially of her you
call the party\ It is hardly to be wondered at that Tisdall
found this letter 'unfriendly, unkind, and unaccountable';
but, whatever his reply, restraint was incumbent upon
him, for he was committed to entreat a favour. He had
proposed marriage to Stella, who had, as we gather, in-
formed him that, before she gave an answer, she desired
the consent of her mother and of Swift.
'I might with good pretence enough talk starchly',
writes Swift, 'and affect ignorance of what you would be
at; but my conjecture is, that you think I obstructed
your insinuations, to please my own, and that my inten-
tions were the same with yours; in answer to all which,
I will, upon my conscience and honour, tell you the naked
truth. First, I think I have said to you before, that, if my
fortunes and humour served me to think of that state, I
1  He published several controversial pamphlets, 1700 to 1715, when
with the Whig supremacy, he found it safer to remain silent.
2  16 Dec. 1703, 3 Feb., 20 Apr. 1704; Corny. i. 37-47.
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